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Assumption Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes – 1/17/2022 

 

In attendance – Lynn S, Father Jerry, Secretary-Karen G., Paul S., Maryann W, Andy N., Tom E. 

 

Absent:  Sister Cheryl, Lisa D., Bobby D. 

 

NEXT MEETING IS February 21, 2022, 7 PM 

 

1. Opening Prayer/Special Intentions (Fr. Jerry) 

2. Approval of November Minutes: approved 

3. Pastor’s Report:  

a. Upcoming observances and dates for liturgical events and other parish 

information. 

i. We continue in a time of health concerns for the Covid19 and its variants 

as we follow guidance issued by various health departments and 

Archdiocese.  For our gathering for public worship the parish continues to 

provide hand sanitizer at church entrances and mark some sections of the 

pews for social distancing. 

ii. In addition to the scheduled collection for Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development and Retirement Fund for Religious, an Emergency Relief 

Collection was taken on the Dec. 18/19 weekend in support of those 

affected by the tornados on Dec. 11 in neighboring dioceses in Kentucky. 

iii. The 2021 Assumption Christmas 50/50 and the Winter Basket Raffle are 

completed.  Both were successful in generating money for the parish.  My 

thanks to Andrew Nuchols who chaired the 50/50 Raffle and to Nancy 

Ballard and Betty Hancock for their work on the Basket Raffle.  With a like 

number of baskets remaining from the cancelled 2020 Assumption 

Festival, it is hoped to hold a Spring Basket Raffle. 

iv. Updates on liturgical celebrations/other future events:   

1. The Advent/Christmas Seasons liturgies have concluded.  All went 

well, with a great turnout for the Christmas Eve 3:00 p.m. Mass, 

around 250 persons attending. 

2. Catholic Ministries Appeal begins on the weekend of Jan. 16 with 

the initial announcements.  Followed by the Archbishop’s audio 

homily played at all Masses on weekend of Jan. 23.  Then the 

Commitment Weekend on Feb. 6 weekend.  Assumption Parish goal 

for 2022 is $16,816.00.  In 2021 the parish gave $27,292.00 to the 

appeal with 50% of the overage amount of the goal, at $5,218.50.  

This was designated to be given to the Assumption Parish St. Vincent 

de Paul Society Conference. 

b. Archdiocese of Cincinnati 

i. The final draft on the “families of parishes” was released on Dec. 5 with 

the Family of Parishes for Assumption Parish being:  Assumption, St. 

Bartholomew, St. Vivian, St. Clare, Mother of Christ, and St. Bernard, Spring 

Grove Village.  In addition to the pastoral process for moving forward to 

be given in early 2022, also priests’ assignments is planned to be released 

in February 2022. 
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ii. The Synod on Synodality, running from 2021 until 2023 entitled, For a 

Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission is underway with 

town hall meetings taking place in the Archdiocese in January and 

February.  The scheduled date and time for St. Margaret Mary Deanery 

was this past Saturday, January 15 from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00. 

c. Our Lady of Grace Catholic 

i. The lease with St. Ann Parish for OLG Catholic School for year 2022-2023 

has been signed by covenant parish pastors and Archbishop Schnurr. 

ii. The school’s administration moved to wearing facial mask again 

beginning on Jan 10 following the Christmas break.  There has been the 

occurrence of illness in the school for both students (20%) and staff.  A day 

for deep cleaning and personal health was scheduled on Jan. 14 with the 

Monday holiday, for a 4 day break. 

iii. I presided at the school liturgy on Dec. 8 and I am next scheduled on Jan. 

18. 

4. Ministry Reports (all) 

a. Sister Cheryl E.  

i. Seniors: no new info 

ii. Coffee and donuts: no new info  

iii. St Vincent de Paul Society and Mt. Healthy Alliance:  Sister Cheryl shared 

the Mt Healthy Alliance monthly report with council via email.  

iv. Music Ministry: no new info 

b. Tom E.:  Communications –  

i. There was no formal Communications Group meeting this month—

comments were shared by email to facilitate this report. 

1. On January 7 Julie Schmetzer reported a software conversion glitch 

(PDS to Gabriel) caused 82 wrong numbers to be published in the 

new Parish Guide Book. Information pertaining to this incident was 

posted by Julie in the bulletin. 

2. Julie also stated that the OLGAA Night at the Races was canceled. 

3. Assumption was well represented at the recent St Margaret Mary 

Deanery Synod on Jan 15. Tim Kinne was one the organizers of the 

event with Council members Lynn Schultz, Andy Nuckols and myself 

serving as table facilitators. I forgot to get a sheet listing registered 

participants from the parish but there were quite a few familiar 

faces. Presumably we can discuss details at our meeting—it was an 

interesting and fruitful experience. 

c. Lynn S – 

i. Prayer Group: 

1. No new information. 

ii. Prayer Line: 

1. The Prayer Line organizer Hilda H. reports that she continues to 

contact her volunteers who pray for those in need. She has fewer 

volunteers. 

iii. Our Lady of Grace:  

1. COVID Cases Dashboard 

a. Week of January 3 - January 7, 2022 
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b. Cases this week: 20 / 455 (4.396%) 

c. Cases this year: 54 

d. Masking required starting January 10, 2022.  

2. Jan. 17 - Martin Luther King Day - No School  

3. Jan 30 – Open House 1 to 3pm 

4. Feb. 17 - Conferences 3:30-8:00 (Upper School/Grades 4-8)  

5. Feb. 18 - No School (Records Day/End of 2nd Trimester)  

6. Feb. 21 - President's Day - No School 

iv. Men’s Group: 

1. The Men’s Group is meeting on the second and fourth Saturdays of 

each month. 

2. Some members are planning on attending the Men’s Conference in 

Cincinnati in April. 

v. Rise Against Hunger 

1. The Assumption Rise Against Hunger event was held on Tuesday, 

December 28.  

2. The volunteers at the event helped to package 25,488 meals that 

will provide nourishment for children and families around the world. 

There were fewer volunteers at this event than in past years. Special 

thanks to Chris K and the Kaup Family for leading this effort. 

d. Andy N –  

i. Troop 27 BSA: Troop once again had successful Christmas Tree sale in 

December. For Mt. Healthy Haunted Hall, the Troop and K of C collected 

a little over 3,100 pounds of canned goods later given to Mt. Healthy 

Alliance. 

ii. K of C:  Football ticket raffle ended, next fundraiser will be Charity ticket 

starting mid February to May. 

iii. Ushers: No Report 

e. Bobby D.  –  

i. Young Adults Group: We have not met since COVID started and there has 

been no discussion of re-setting a date to convent. 

ii. Evangelization Team: no update.  

iii. Santa Breakfast: no update.  

iv. Chili Fest: I have not received any insight on the event for the year. I see it 

is on the agenda. I can reach out to my historical contacts and get an 

update if no one has any information.  

v. Others: There are no updates on Kroger rewards, mega split the pot or the 

5200 club. 

f. Lisa D. –  

i. Liturgical Ministries – Communicated with Barb H. Nothing new 

ii. Worship Committee – Communicated with Bob L. The committee will not 

meet until closer to Lent.  

g. Maryann W.  

i. Respect Life: No meeting held in January. 

ii. Bereavement: Ann reports not many funerals. Has enough volunteers but 

is anxious to get done with covid to get the whole group together for 

planning. 
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h. Paul S. -  

i. Finance Committee Discussions  

ii. January 10, 2022 meeting  

1. Financials  

a. December financials reviewed  

b. No items of note  

2. Fund Raisers  

a. Christmas Split the pot  

i. Collected – $19,890 – Winner $9,945 (donated $1,000 to 

Assumption)  

b. Chili Fest  

i. May not happen  

c. Festival  

i. Not scheduled  

ii. Side note – closing Checking account for Festival 

($47,000) & moving funds to operating account but 

keeping a separate line item in accounting software for 

the amount.  

d. Basket Raffle  

i. Collected - $2300. Plans for another in the spring  

3. Summer split the pot  

a. Move to early June & Combine with Basket Raffle?  

4. Next Meeting  

a. February 14, 2022 6PM 

5. Possible future agenda items 

a. Discernment Process 

b. Future fundraisers…Chili Fest etc. 

c. Parish Picnic 9/18/2022. The parish office has made the picnic site reservation.  

d. St. Mary’s parish cemetery. Father Jerry wants to explore identifying people who 

are dedicated to the oversight of the cemetery. The board should have about 5 

people.  

6. Other business 

a. Recap: Christmas 50 50, Drawing Sunday, December 5, 2021; and Winter Basket 

i. The combination raised over the $10,000 budget goal. Believe the pizza 

party was well received.  

b. Recap Rise Against Hunger – Tuesday, December 28, 2021 

i. We packaged over 25,000 meals, the highest amount yet. The number of 

volunteers was down from prior events. The work was still accomplished 

within the planned 2 hours.  

c. Chili Fest – Father said he understood the lead actors are not interested in 

planning this event at this time.  

d. Summer 50/50 – Consensus is that we should plan this. Father suggested getting 

started earlier to try to time the drawing for sometime in June. Another 

consideration is to try to tie in the next basket raffle with the 50/50 sales and 

drawing. It was suggested to try to have tickets in parishioner hands by March 1 

for a drawing in early June. We need a sponsor for the printing cost. Paul S 

suggested talking to the basket raffle team to get their buy-in on setting a date 
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for the combo of the 50/50 and basket raffle. Paul will contact Betty H or Nancy 

B. Tom E. said he has all of the digital files for tickets etc.  

e. Synod for St. Margert Mary Deanery with 10-15 people from Assumption on 

1/15/22. 

i. There were 4 central questions that were raised. Andy N. shared the list of 

questions with council.  

ii. Tom E. said the discussion was very interesting; his table had very diverse 

responses. It is expected there will be a report provided from the event 

and presented to the Archbishop.  

f. Discernment of pastoral council members: We know that the new parish of 

families will have different needs than exist with the separate existing parishes. 

Father encouraged we maintain experienced, invested people to help us 

bridge us to the new family of parishes.  

7. Action Items 

a. All to keep an eye on the website for accuracy. 

8. Next meeting – February 21, 2022 

9. Closing Prayer 

 


